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REPORT

OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL

ON

REQUESTS FOR OIC OBSERVER STATUS  
1- The 31st Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers adopted resolution 2/31-ORG. The first operative paragraph of the resolution called for the maintenance of the criteria for accession to full OIC membership, as contained in documents Nos. OIC/ANFFM-97/REP.1/Final and OIC/MS/2-99/REP.1/Final, and the second operative paragraph called for the establishment of an intergovernmental group of experts to examine and review the existing criteria of observer status at the OIC.
2- Pursuant to resolution 1/32-ORG, the Second Meeting of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts on the Review of Rules of Observer Status at the OIC was held at the OIC General Secretariat in Jeddah from 5 to 7 Muharram 1427H (4 to 6 February 2006).

3- The Intergovernmental Group of Experts examined and reviewed the items and paragraphs of the existing Rules of Observer Status and introduced to them the proposed amendments as Draft Rules of Observer Status, annexed to the Report of the Second Meeting of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts on the Review of Rules of Observer Status at the OIC (Annex 1).
4-  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan transmitted its letter No. OIC-4/6/2005 dated 7 February 2006 to both the Secretary General of the OIC and the Chairman of the Second Meeting of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts on the Review of Rules of Observer Status at the (OIC Annex 2).
5- The Secretary General submits this report to the 33rd Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers for appropriate decision.                                                                 
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OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP OF EXPERTS ON THE REVIEW OF RULES OF OBSERVER STATUS AT THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

JEDDAH – KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

5-7 MUHARRAM 1427 H

4-6 FEBRUARY 2006

The Intergovernmental Group of Experts on the Review of Rules of Observer Status at the Organization of the Islamic Conference held its second meeting from 5 to 7 Muharram 1427 H (4-6 February 2006) at the headquarters of the OIC General Secretariat, Jeddah, pursuant to the provisions of Resolution 1/32 – ORG adopted by the 32nd ICFM held in Sana’a, Republic of Yemen from 28 – 30 June 2005.

2. 
Experts from the following Member States participated in the meeting (list of names of experts hereto attached, Annex No. V):

1. Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

2. State of the United Arab Emirates

3. Republic of Indonesia

4. Islamic Republic of Iran

5. Islamic Republic of Pakistan

6. Kingdom of Bahrain

7. Brunei Darussalam

8. People’s Republic of Bangladesh

9. Republic of Turkey

10. Republic of Tunisia

11. People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria

12. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

13. Republic of Senegal

14. Republic of Sudan

15. Syrian Arab Republic 

16. State of Qatar

17. Republic of Kazakhstan

18. Republic of Cameroon

19. State of Kuwait

20. Republic of Lebanon

21. Great Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

22.  Malaysia

23. Arab Republic of Egypt

24. Kingdom of Morocco

3. 
The meeting started with a recitation of verses from the Holy Quran.

4. 
At the beginning of the meeting, His Excellency Professor Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, the Secretary-General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, delivered a statement in which he welcomed the participating delegations and drew attention to the importance the OIC has started to gain considering the growing number of Member States and the increase in the number of requests for full membership or observer status at the OIC.

Concerning the review of the Rules of Observer Status, he noted that the current rules were out of touch with developments, in the light of the growing areas of the OIC’s activities, its expansion and engagement with other international and regional organizations as well as the growing international interest in the Organization’s works and activities on various issues, thereby driving some States to request for accession to its Observer Status.

He also spoke about the importance of taking into consideration the current international developments and the growing number of civil society institutions as well as the role being played by non-governmental organizations at the global level, pointing out the tradition being followed by other international organizations. He also said that the Third Extraordinary Session of the Islamic Summit Conference held in Makkah Al Mukarammah from 6-7 December 2005 recommended that relations with non-governmental organizations should be strengthened.

The Secretary General drew attention to the two draft rules annexed to the Report of the Secretary General on the conditions for accession of States and non-governmental organizations to the Observer Status of the Organization of the Islamic Conference.

In concluding his speech, the Secretary General emphasized that the new criteria to come out of the meeting will give a strong boost to the work of the OIC in establishing an appropriate legal framework that will govern relations between the OIC and the States applying for accession to its Observer Status on one hand and between it and non-governmental institutions on the other. He expressed best wishes to the meeting.   

5. 
H.E. Ambassador Dr. Jameel Mahmood Mirdad, Head of the Delegation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, was elected as chairman of the meeting. The Islamic Republic of Pakistan was elected vice-chair and the Islamic Republic of Iran, rapporteur. 

6. 
The Chairman requested the participating delegations to regard the speech of the Secretary General as an official document which should serve as guideline for the meeting and be annexed to the final report of the meeting. All the participants agreed to the proposal (Annex 4). The Chairman then delivered his welcome address and expressed the hope that the meeting would achieve the desired results.

7.
H.E. Ambassador Tayseer Hussein, Director of the Department of Legal Affairs, read the report of the OIC Secretary General submitted to the meeting.

8.
The meeting held extensive discussions on the articles and paragraphs of the Rules of Observer Status annexed to the report of the first meeting of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts (Annex-I) as well as the draft conditions for accession by States to Observer Status at the OIC (Annex –II) and the draft rules for granting non-governmental organizations Observer Status at the OIC (Annex III) which are annexed to the report of the Secretary General to the 2nd meeting of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts. The participating States approved, with certain amendments and editorial changes, the draft rules of Observer Status, the draft conditions for the accession of States to observer status and the draft conditions for granting observer status to non-governmental organizations at the OIC. In the course of discussions, two trends emerged concerning the expression in parenthesis in Chapter III Article 6 of the Draft Rules of Observer Status. The first trend supports the removal of the expression to avoid contradiction with Article 5 of the draft. The second trend, supported by the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, believes the expression should be kept in support of the spirit of Islamic solidarity. The meeting decided to refer the expression to the Preparatory Meeting of Senior Officials for the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers to adopt a harmonised format.

9. 
The meeting extended thanks to H.E. Professor Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, the Secretary-General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, to the delegation of the OIC General Secretariat and to the technical secretariat. The meeting also expressed its appreciation to the Chairman H.E. Ambassador Dr. Jameel Ibn Mahmood Mirdad, for presiding over the meeting in an excellent manner.
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DRAFT RULES OF OBSERVER STATUS

AT THE

ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

CHAPTER –I
Scope and Definitions

ARTICLE –(1)


This document shall be called the Rules for Observer Status at the Organization of the Islamic Conference, and contains the rules, procedures, and conditions for admission of observers into the Organization and their rights and obligations.

ARTICLE –(2)


Definitions:


The terms indicated hereinafter, wherever appearing in the present Statute, shall have the meaning indicated opposite each of them:

	Charter
	:
	The Charter of the Organization of the Islamic Conference.

	
	
	

	Organization
	:
	The Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC).

	
	
	

	Summit
	:
	The Islamic Conference of Kings and Heads of States and Governments (ISC).

	
	
	

	Conference
	:
	The Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (ICFM).

	
	
	

	Bureau of the Conference
	:
	The Bureau of the ICFM.

	
	
	

	Secretary-General
	:
	The Secretary-General of the OIC.

	
	
	

	General Secretariat
	:
	The General Secretariat of the Organization of the Islamic Conference.

	
	
	

	Chairman
	:
	The Chairman of a meeting of the Conference or any meeting within the framework of the Organization.

	
	
	

	Observer
	:
	The Observer at the OIC as accepted in accordance with the provisions of these Rules.

	
	
	

	Host Country
	:
	The country hosting the Conference or the Meeting.

	
	
	

	Rules
	:
	Rules relating to the Observer Status at the OIC.

	Senior officials’ meeting
	:
	Preparatory meeting of senior officials for the Islamic Summit and the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers.


CHAPTER –II
Categories of Observers

ARTICLE -(3)


Observer Status at the Organization of the Islamic Conference may be granted to applicants from the following categories under the conditions and criteria set out in these Rules: 

(a) States with Muslim communities wishing to follow the activities of the OIC as Observers.
(b) International or regional Inter-governmental organizations, on the basis of reciprocity.
(c) Non-governmental Organizations engaged in international activities that are not in conflict with the objectives of the OIC, which, through their accession to the Observer Status, can conduct activities and render outstanding services to Muslims, provided the granting of Observer Status to them is not contested by the State hosting their headquarters. 
ARTICLE -(4)


The Secretary-General, after consultation with the Member States and with the approval of the host State, may invite to OIC meetings as guests and on an ad-hoc basis institutions or personalities from OIC and non-OIC states with Muslim communities presence whose action or participation will promote the objectives of the Charter, the Conference or the meeting. 

CHAPTER –III
Conditions for Admission of the Observer

ARTICLE -(5)


The Observer Status shall be granted under a resolution of the Conference, adopted by a two-thirds majority, pursuant to an application by the interested applicant submitted to the Secretary-General of the Organization and after recommendation by the Bureau of the Conference.

ARTICLE -(6)


States wishing to apply for Observer Status shall forward to the Secretary General a written application containing their commitment to respect the Charter, Statute and Regulations of the OIC, and to allow their Muslim citizens and communities the freedom to enjoy their religious and basic rights; the commitment shall contain the extent of their respect for religious symbols and endorsement of legislations prohibiting defamation of religions in accordance with the principles of international law, international conventions and resolutions in this regard, and an affirmation of their intention to develop relations of cooperation with the OIC and its Member States. (An applicant State for Observer Status must not be in conflict with an OIC Member State).(
Intergovernmental Organizations are granted Observer status after approval by the ICFM of a Draft Cooperation Agreement between the applicant and the OIC General Secretariat and following assurances by the Secretary General that this agreement would serve the objectives of the OIC as laid out in its Charter.

ARTICLE -(7)


The application for Observer Status shall be submitted to the Secretary-General at least six months before the Conference and be distributed to the Member States by the General Secretariat three months before the ordinary session of the Conference.

ARTICLE -(8)


The Conference shall decide on the application for Observer Status at the first meeting to be held after the submission of the application.

ARTICLE -(9)


The Conference may cancel or suspend an Observer Status with the approval of a two-third majority as soon as its beneficiary loses some or all the conditions of Observer Status stipulated under this Statute.

CHAPTER –IV

Rights and Obligations

ARTICLE -(10)

(a) With the permission of the meeting, the Chairman of the Meeting may allow an Observer to deliver or distribute a statement in the Plenary Session and make clarifications if deemed appropriate.

(b) Observers shall have no right to vote or to sponsor draft resolutions. Moreover, they shall have no right to propose their candidature to any elections within the framework of the Organization; nor submit proposals or draft resolutions.
(c) The Secretary-General may invite observers referred to in Article (3) to participate in OIC social, economic, or cultural activities approved by the Conference, on condition of preserving the identity of the OIC. 

(d) Subject to the provisions of the Agreement on the Immunities and Privileges  of  the  OIC,  the  representatives  of  Observers  referred  to  in Article (3) Paras. (a) and (b) shall enjoy the immunities and privileges necessary for carrying out their functions and missions. Representatives of non-governmental organizations may also enjoy the facilities provided by the host country of the meeting to the members of participating delegations. 

(e) The Observer shall not have the right to attend the closed meetings of the Conference except upon an initiative from the Chairman after the approval of the Meeting.

CHAPTER –V

General Provisions

ARTICLE -(11)


The Organization shall not assume any financial obligations resulting from the participation of observers in the meetings.

ARTICLE -(12)


The Secretary-General of the organization shall address invitations to observers to attend the meetings within the limits prescribed for each category thereof.

ARTICLE -(13)


These rules shall not prejudice the status of observers existing at the time of their adoption.

ARTICLE -(14)


This Statute shall come into force on the date of its approval by the Conference.
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AT THE

ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

CHAPTER –I
Scope and Definitions

ARTICLE –(1)


This document shall be called the Rules for Accession of States to Observer Status at the Organization of the Islamic Conference, and shall be considered an annex to the Rules of Observer Status.

ARTICLE –(2)


Definitions:


The terms indicated hereinafter, wherever appearing in the present Statute, shall have the meaning as indicated opposite to each of them:
	Charter
	:
	The Charter of the Organization of the Islamic Conference.

	Organization
	:
	The Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC).

	Conference
	:
	The Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (ICFM).

	Bureau of the Conference
	:
	The existing Bureau of the ICFM.

	Secretary-General
	:
	The Secretary-General of the OIC.

	General Secretariat
	:
	The General Secretariat of the Organization of the Islamic Conference.

	Applications
	:
	Applications by States to accede to Observer Status

	Rules
	:
	Rules relating to the Observer Status at the OIC

	Senior Officials’ Meeting
	:
	Preparatory Meeting of Senior Officials’ for the Islamic Summit and the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers.


CHAPTER –II
Conditions for Accession to Observer Status

ARTICLE -(3)


The General Secretariat shall receive applications for accession to Observer Status from States and these applications shall be checked for fulfillment of the conditions and criteria as follows:  

(a) The applications must be submitted in writing and accompanied by a Note Verbale from the Government of the State applying for Observer Status, undertaking to respect the Charter, Statutes and Regulations of the Organization of the Islamic Conference.
(b) The undertaking by the applicant States shall include commitment to allow their Muslim citizens and communities the freedom to practice their religious rites and exercise their basic rights and shall contain the extent of their respect for religious symbols and endorsement of legislations prohibiting defamation of religions in accordance with the principles of international law, and international conventions and resolutions in this regard. 

(c) Accession of these States to Observer Status should assist in providing valuable services to the Muslim.  
(d) Applicant States shall affirm their willingness to foster relations of cooperation with the OIC and its Member States.
(e) (A State applying for Observer Status shall not be in conflict with any of the OIC Member States.)

(f) The applications shall be submitted at least six months before an ordinary session of the ICFM. 
ARTICLE -(4)


The Secretary-General shall consider applications for accession to Observer Status and endeavour to transmit to Member States three months before an ordinary session of the ICFM those applications that have met the conditions and regulations on Member States set out in the rules. The Secretary General shall prepare and submit a report thereon to the ICFM. 

ARTICLE -(5)


After a recommendation of the meeting of Senior Officials, the Bureau of the Conference shall decide on submitted applications in the light of the presentation of the Secretary General thereon, and Observer Status shall be granted through a resolution adopted by a two-thirds majority. 

CHAPTER –III

Organization of work and meetings

ARTICLE -(6)

(a) Observer States may be invited to attend OIC Conferences and general meetings as an Observer.

(b) The Conference may request Observer States to present reports of the situation of Muslims in their countries.

(c) Observer States shall have no right to sponsor or vote on draft resolutions.

(d) After signing Cooperation Agreement with the OIC, Observer States may present memoranda or recommendations to the Conference in areas set out in the Cooperation Agreement.

(e) The Secretary General shall mandate one of the departments of the General Secretariat to coordinate between the General Secretariat and the Observer States.

ARTICLE -(7)


The Conference shall have the right to cancel or suspend an Observer Status by a two-thirds majority if the holder of the status losses all or some of the conditions and criteria set out in the Rules.

ARTICLE -(8)


The provisions of this rule shall not prejudice the conditions of States admitted to the Observer Status before the date of its entry into force. 
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DRAFT RULES FOR GRANTING OBSERVER STATUS 

TO NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
AT THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

CHAPTER –I
Scope and Definitions

ARTICLE –(1)


This document shall be called the Rules for Granting Observer Status to Non-Governmental Organizations at the Organization of the Islamic Conference, and shall be considered an annex to the Rules of Observer Status.

ARTICLE –(2)


Definitions:


The terms indicated hereinafter, wherever appearing in the present Statute, shall have the meaning as indicated opposite to each of them:
	Charter
	:
	The Charter of the Organization of the Islamic Conference.

	Organization
	:
	The Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC).

	Conference
	:
	The Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (ICFM).

	Bureau of the Conference
	:
	The existing Bureau of the ICFM.

	Secretary-General
	:
	The Secretary-General of the OIC.

	General Secretariat
	:
	The General Secretariat of the Organization of the Islamic Conference.

	Applications
	:
	Applications by non-governmental institutions for Observer Status.

	Organizations 
	:
	Non-governmental organizations engaged in international activities.

	Rules
	:
	Rules relating to the Observer Status at the OIC

	Senior Officials’ Meeting
	:
	Preparatory Meeting of Senior Officials’ for the Islamic Summit and the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers.


CHAPTER –II
Conditions for Accession of Non Governmental Organizations

to Observer Status

ARTICLE -(3)

The General Secretariat shall receive applications for accession to Observer Status from Non-governmental Organizations and these applications shall be checked for fulfillment of the conditions and criteria as follows:  

a) The Non-governmental international organizations engaged in international activities shall submit written applications which shall be accompanied by Notes from the Government of the OIC Member State hosting their headquarters stating that the organizations are recognized and that there are no objections to granting them Observer Status.

b) Applicant organizations shall not engage in services contrary to the objectives of the Organization of the Islamic Conference nor should their statutes contain such services.

c) Accession of these Organizations to Observer Status should assist in embarking on activities and providing valuable services to the Muslim.  
d) Applications must be submitted at least six months before an ordinary session of the ICFM.

ARTICLE -(4)

The Secretary-General shall consider applications for accession to Observer Status and endeavour to transmit to Member States three months before an ordinary session of the ICFM those applications that have met the conditions set out in the rules. The Secretary General shall prepare and submit a report thereon to the ICFM. 
ARTICLE -(5)

(a) After the Senior Officials’ meeting has taken into consideration the applications and the observations of the Secretary General, the ICFM shall have the power to take a decision thereon.

(b) Observer Status shall be granted through a resolution adopted by a two-thirds majority.       
CHAPTER –III

Organization of work and meetings

ARTICLE -(6)

a) Non-governmental organizations enjoying Observer Status at the Organization of the Islamic Conference shall establish an office to represent them collectively and organize their activities with the OIC.

b) In consultation with the Department of Legal Affairs at the OIC, the office shall draft bye laws to organize joint activities.

c) The organizations may hold a regular meeting before an ordinary session of the Islamic summit conference or the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers and shall have a right to submit memoranda or recommendations to these meetings.

d) The Secretary General shall mandate one of the departments at the General Secretariat to coordinate relations between the General Secretariat and Non-governmental organizations.  
ARTICLE -(7)


The Conference shall have the right to cancel or suspend an Observer Status by a two-thirds majority if the holder of the status losses all or some of the conditions and criteria set out in the Rules.

------------
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Bismillahi Arrahmani Arrahim
In the Name of God, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful
Your Excellencies, the Honorable Representatives of the Member States, 
Assalamu Alaikum Warhmatullah Wabarakatuh,


I have great pleasure to warmly welcome you at the Headquarters of the General secretariat of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and wish you all a pleasant stay, hoping that Almighty Allah will crown your proceedings in this important meeting with total success.


Your meeting today is the second one that is being devoted to reviewing the rules and statutes for granting observer status at the OIC. The importance of this meeting is derived from the momentous challenges facing the Muslim Ummah as well as the interest of the international community in the OIC as the second-largest international, intergovernmental organization after the United Nations, so much so that the number of applications for full membership or observer status at the OIC has remarkably increased. 

While reviewing the rules of procedure for observer status, it should be noted, Gentlemen, that the current rules for granting observer status at the OIC had been prepared ten years ago. These rules grant observer status to two categories:

a) Islamic States qualified for the membership of the Organization in accordance with the Charter but desire to follow up the Organization’s activities temporarily as observers pending application for full membership.

b) Intergovernmental organizations, whether international or regional, in accordance with the conditions and regulations provided for in the rules of procedure and based on the principle of reciprocity.

The Secretary-General is also entitled, in consultation with Member States, to invite representatives of Muslim States, institutions or personalities in non-Muslim States whose actions, credibility or participation serve the purposes of the Charter, to attend the OIC meetings as guests and for a specific purpose. Non-governmental personalities or entities from Member States cannot be invited unless with the consent of the host Member State.

We conclude from the above that there is some degree of overlap between the current rules of procedure for observer Status and the rules and regulations for full membership. In theory, any State granted the observer status may obtain full membership, which is illogical because the rules of procedure for full membership impose conditions that are not provided for in the rules of procedure for observers. 

It is no secret to you, Gentlemen, that things have changed considerably since then, which necessitates review of the rules of procedure for observer status. An increasing number of States are applying for observer status at the Organization, on the understanding that they include Muslim communities within their populations. Also, the multiplicity and expansion of the OIC’s fields of action and its interaction with other international and regional organizations, besides the increasing international interest at the Organization’s actions and activities in various fields, have caused a number of States to apply for observer status.

From this perspective, you may find it suitable that it should be taken into account that the State applying for observer status has no fundamental conflicts with one or more OIC Member States so that the Organization’s various activities are not exposed to negative factors resulting from these conflicts.

It may be necessary to consider the degree of equality enjoyed by the Muslim citizens in the State applying for observer status compared with its citizens of other religions. Granting that State the observer status must provide its Muslim community with their capabilities and strengthen their links with their Muslim Ummah. It may also be necessary to consider how serious is the applying State, so that the application is not used merely as a passport in order to benefit from the services of OIC affiliated organs, such as the Islamic Development Bank, when the State becomes a full-fledged member of the OIC. 


It has become particularly important to observe current international developments, including the swelling ranks of international civil society organizations and the increasingly important role of the Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) at the international level. To take one example of many, we note that the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) establishes relations with NGOs by granting them various ranks of consultative status, ranging from general to special consultative status to merely being listed on the roster. Another example is UNESCO which has relations with NGOs that are classified into official, executive, and informal relations with UNESCO’s Executive Council granting official status to a very limited number of organizations which enjoy wide international coverage and attested competence in domains of interest to UNESCO. As for executive relations, UNESCO’s Director-General has powers to establish flexible associate relations with organizations working in UNESCO’s fields of specialization. Lastly, UNESCO’s Director-General also has powers to establish informal relations with any Non-Governmental Organization whose participation he deems useful for realizing UNESCO’s programmes in specific fields of activity.

Similarly, the European Union (EU) grants partnership status to NGOs, provided they adopt principles that are compatible with those of the EU. The status of partnership with the EU comprises two categories, the first being ordinary partnership; and the second allowing the selected partner to make a greater contribution to financing EU projects. It is also well-known that the League of Arab States (LAS) applies similar arrangements to those adopted by the United Nations in its relations with NGOs regarding their participation in the meetings of the LAS Economic and Social Council as well as the meetings of the Standing Committee for Human Rights, even though one of the conditions for participation is recognition of the NGO concerned by the government of its country of origin.


The Extraordinary Session of the Islamic Summit Conference, which was held in Mecca Al-Mukarramah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on 6-7 December 2005, recommended strengthening relations with internationally recognized NGOs. Proceeding from that basis, the OIC General Secretariat has prepared draft rules and bylaws for OIC observer status membership as well as draft rules and bylaws for accession of NGOs to the OIC as observers.

Excellencies and Gentlemen,


Your lofty mission is to consider the two proposed statutes submitted within the Secretary-General’s report on this subject, which will undoubtedly provide a strong and solid impetus to the work of the OIC by establishing the proper legal framework to govern relations with countries applying for observer status membership of the OIC.


I am confident that your meeting here today will lead to the desired results and fulfill the mission entrusted to you so as to keep pace with current international developments and their requirements in terms of restructuring and reform of the OIC.


To conclude, let me wish you total success in your proceedings.


Wassalamu Alaikum Warahmatullah Wabarakatuh.


                                 -------------------------------------
Original:

Arabic.

Trans./

A.S.D.
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CANDIDACIES FOR INTERNATIONAL POSITIONS

Some Member States submitted requests for support of their candidates for representation in the following international positions:

1.
Candidacy of the State of the United Arab Emirates for membership of the International Telecommunications Union Council for the period 2006 – 2010, during the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference to be held in Antalya, Republic of Turkey, from 6 to 24 November 2006.  
2.
Re-election of Mrs. Muna Najm (Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan) to the General Secretariat of the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) during the elections that will be held at the ITU plenipotentiary Conference in Antalya, Republic of Turkey, from 6 to 24 November 2006. 

3.
Candidacy of the Arab Republic of Egypt for membership of the Organization Committee of the Peace Building Commission to be drawn from the UN General Assembly.

4.
Re-election of Amb. Naila Jabr to the Committee for the Eradication of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) on 23rd June 2006 in New York.

5.
Candidacy of Amb. Dr. Hussein Hassuna to the International Law Committee in the autumn of 2006 in New York. 

6.
Candidacy of the Arab Republic of Egypt for membership of the Executive Council of the International Telecommunications Union, for which elections will be held in November 2006 in the city of Antalya,  Republic of Turkey.  

7.
Candidacy of Amb. Dr. Munir Zahran for membership of the Joint Investigation Unit during the 61st Session of the UN General Assembly.

8.
Candidacy of the Republic of Turkey for non-permanent membership in the United Nations Security Council for the period 2009-2010, at the elections that will be held during the 61st Session of the UN General Assembly, in New York, in 2008.

9.
Candidacy of Prof. Dr. Rauf Versan (Republic of Turkey) for election to the International Law Commission for the period 2007-2011 at the elections that will be held during the 61st Session of the UN General Assembly, in New York, in November 2006.

10.
Candidacy of Dr. T. Ayhan Beydogan (Republic of Turkey) for election to the post of the Deputy Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), at the elections to be held during the Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU, in Antalya, Republic of Turkey, in November 2006.

11.
Candidacy of the Republic of Turkey for membership in the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Council for the period 2006-2010, at the elections to be held during the Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU, in Antalya, Republic of Turkey, in November 2006. 

12.
The Secretary General submits the present report to the 33rd Session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers for consideration and appropriate decision.

-------------------

Report of the Secretary General On

The Renewal Of The Cooperation Agreement

Between The OIC And The League Of Arab States
1. The OIC and the League of Arab States concluded on 29/6/1989 a Cooperation Agreement whose possible renewal has been the subject of discussions between the two Organizations’ Secretaries General.
2. The League of Arab States sent the OIC, on 15th August 2005, a copy of the draft renewal of the cooperation agreement between the two organizations, as a preliminary step for its examination by a joint meeting.

3. The General Secretariats of the OIC and the League of Arab States have examined the draft on 21st and 22nd December 2005(copy attached herewith of the amended cooperation agreement).

4. The Secretary General submits hereby the present report to the 33rd session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers for appropriate decision.

-------------------------
AMENDED 

COOPERATION AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

THE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

AND 

THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES
The Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and

the League of Arab States (LAS);
Believing that the spiritual, historical and civilizational ties uniting their members constitute a solid base for fruitful cooperation between the two Organizations;

Desirous to achieve strengthened cooperation, enhanced solidarity and concerted efforts and to coordinate their stands on fundamental issues of common interest in the political, informational, economic, social, cultural and scientific fields;

Being committed to the Charter of the League of Arab States and that of the Charter of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, in particular as to the observance of the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of both Organizations’ Member States and non-interference in their internal affairs;

Being keen to develop relations between the Arab and the Islamic States at bilateral and multilateral levels with the aim of consolidating the bonds of brotherhood and preserving the Arab and Islamic civilizations which are based on the principles of freedom, justice, equality and tolerance;

Committed to concert their efforts to achieve the material and moral progress of Arab and Islamic countries, to safeguard and develop their mutual interests, and to resist colonialism, Zionism, racism and exploitation in all their forms in order to enhance the security of those States as well as international peace and security. 

Pursuant to the decisions of the Arab and Islamic Conferences which call for the enhancement of cooperation between the League of Arab States and the Organization of the Islamic Conference.
And in reiteration of the cooperation between the two Organizations within the framework of the Cooperation Agreement concluded between them in 1978, with due consideration to the developments witnessed on the international scene and which call for increased coordination and greater cooperation between the League of Arab States and the Islamic Conference,

Have agreed as follows:

Article I:
Scope of Cooperation:


The two organizations shall cooperate in all fields, particularly the following:

1. Political and Informational Field:
(a) Exchange of views on a regular basis with regard to events and political issues of common interest for the Arab and Muslim peoples as well as on ways and means to achieve these peoples’ political, economic and cultural advancement for the defense of just causes foremost of which the question of Palestine and Al-Quds Al-Sharif.

(b) Coordination of efforts in the implementation of the resolutions and political plans adopted by the two Organizations.

(c) Effecting joint meetings between the Arab Group and the Islamic Group for the coordination of their stands and policies in advance of international conferences, in particular the meetings of the UN General Assembly on the various issues of common interest, particularly in the fields of supporting the Palestinian cause, Al-Quds Al-Sharif and dialogue among civilizations.

(d) Organizing political and intellectual symposia and gatherings on contemporary issues of concern to Muslims and Arabs and preparing analytical studies on subjects of common interest, particularly in the fields of supporting the Palestinian cause, Al-Quds Al-Shaif and dialogue among civilizations.

(e) Cooperation in conducting joint information campaigns to make Arab and Islamic causes better known and to counter hostile and tendentious campaigns, particularly those aimed at spreading Islamophobia or seeking to establish an amalgam between Islam and terrorism. Information material is also to be exchanged concerning stands adopted by either organization in this field.

(f) Cooperation and coordination between the two organizations to establish a common strategy in the face of the challenges confronting the Arab and Islamic nations in the twenty first century.

(g) Cooperation in the field of defending the rights of the Arab and Muslim communities in non-Member States.

2.
Economic Field:
(a) Coordination between the two Organizations with regard to the assistance extended by their institutions for the purposes of financing and development, and intensification of cooperation in examining and implementing priority projects.

(b) Urging the utilization of Arab and Islamic capital inside the Member States of the two organizations in the form of investments, loans, deposits or joint ventures.

(c) Collection and exchange of analytical data on commerce, agriculture, industry, services and other economic indicators; enabling members to benefit from them; and establishing a data centre using up-to-date scientific methods.

(d) Coordination of efforts to implement the measures of economic boycott against the Zionist enemy in accordance with the resolutions adopted by the two organizations, and to activate the offices for the Boycott of Israel in both organizations and ensure exchange of information between them.

(e) Coordination of the efforts of the two organizations at international economic conferences and fora.

(f) Organizing seasonal or permanent joint exhibitions for the display of the Member States’ industrial products.

3.
Cultural, Scientific and Technical Field:
(a) Consolidation of cultural ties between Arab and Muslim peoples and cooperation in highlighting Arab-Islamic identity, propagation of Arab-Islamic heritage, promotion of its civilizational values and principles, and coordination of the two organizations’ stand in international fora concerned with cultural and social affairs.

(b) Widest propagation of the Arabic language in non-Arabic speaking Muslim countries and expansion of the teaching and translation from and to the non-Arabic languages used in Muslim countries, at Arab research centres and universities.

(c) Promotion of cultural, scientific and technical cooperation between scientific institutions and centres in the two organizations and exchange of expertise in these fields.

(d) Ensuring easy access for either organization’s members to the cultural, scientific or technical services offered by any of the other’s institutions, with the provision that the beneficiary should bear the financial cost of providing such  services.

(e) Stimulating the contribution of relevant international organizations in the development of the advanced scientific and technological studies in the Member States of both organizations.

(f) Upholding the Member States’ inalienable right to accede to advanced technology within the internationally approved rules and legal framework.

4.
In the Field of Inter-civilizational Dialogue 

Coordinating efforts between the two parties to establish joint projects and organize international conferences and symposia to set right the image of Arabs and Muslims as seen by the world public opinion, and projecting an enlightened Islamic discourse based on the true religious principles, the tolerance of Islam and its noble values.

Article II:
Exchange of Data and Documents:


The two organizations shall exchange documents and data of common interest in all fields in accordance with the Statutes of both Organizations.

Article III:
Mutual Representation:


The League and the Organization shall each invite the other to attend their respective meetings as observer. 

Article IV:
Implementation mechanism: 

(a) A joint committee shall be set up by the two organizations to meet annually and keep track of the implementation of this Agreement’s articles as well as the relevant programmes and activities, and to submit suggestions for the development of cooperation in all spheres.

(b) Contacts shall take place between the Secretaries General of the League and the Organization whenever required for consultations regarding the effective means to deal with new issues and problems.

(c) Both organizations shall make suitable arrangements to implement the provisions of the present Agreement. They may, if necessary, set up joint working groups to examine special matters.

Article V.
Amendment and Rescission:

(a) The present Agreement shall replace the one concluded between the two organizations in 1978.

(b) Amendment of the present Agreement may be effected by agreement of the two parties. Amendments shall come into force in accordance with the provisions of Article VI of this Agreement.

(c) Either party may rescind this agreement by a notification delivered to the other party. The rescission shall be effective one year after the date of delivery of the said notification.

Article VI:
Signature and Entry into Force:


This Agreement shall be signed by both the Secretary General of the League of Arab States and the Secretary General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, and shall enter into force on the date of its ratification in accordance with the respective rules and regulations of the two organizations.


The present Agreement has been drawn up in the three languages: Arabic, French and English in three original copies all of which being of equal authenticity.


Done in Jeddah this ……. day of …………… (corresponding to:………………………). 

  For the League of


         For the Organization of 

       Arab States



         the Islamic Conference

  Amr Moussa



 Prof. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu
Report of  the Secretary General on

the Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation

Between the OIC and the Bureau of the UN High Representative 

for LDCs, Landlocked and Island States.
1. In implementation of the 10th Islamic Summit Conference resolutions No. 5/10 Legal(IS),6/10-Legal(IS) and 7/10-Legal(IS) and of the 30th ICFM resolution No.2/32- Legal, the Organization of the Islamic Conference and the Bureau of the UN High Commission for LDCs, Landlocked and Island States, have concluded a Memorandum of Understanding on 22/7/2005(Copy attached herewith).
The Secretary General submits hereby the present report to the 33rd session of the Islamic Confere3nce of Foreign Ministers for appropriate decision.
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

ON

COOPERATION BETWEEN

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

AND

THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE

OF THE HIGH REPRESENTATIVE

FOR THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES,

LANDLOCKED DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND

SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES.
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

ON

COOPERATION BETWEEN

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

AND

THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE

OF THE HIGH REPRESENTATIVE

FOR THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES,

LANDLOCKED DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND

SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES.
The Organization of the Islamic Conference General Secretariat, hereinafter referred to as the “OIC” and the United Nations Office  of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, hereinafter referred to as the “UN-OHRLLS”.

Recalling General Assembly resolution 56/227 of 24 December 2001 on the Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries and resolution 5/30-E on the Economic Problems of Least Developed and Landlocked Member States adopted at the thirtieth session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, from 28 to 30 May 2003;

Recalling resolution Nos.5/10-E(IS), 6/10-E(IS), 7/10-E(IS) adopted by the Tenth Session of the Islamic Summit Conference held in Putrajaya, Malaysia, on 16-17 October 2003 and Resolution 2/32-E on Economic  Problems of the Least Developed and Landlocked Member States adopted by the 32nd Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (ICFM) held in Sana’a, Republic of Yemen, on 28-30 June 2005;

Reiterating the importance of collective efforts by the international community towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals as contained in the UN Millennium Summit Declaration of 2000;

Recalling also the ten priority areas identified by the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic Conference for cooperation;

Desirous of promoting technical cooperation among the least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing states, that are Member States of the OIC, as well as of strengthening the implementation of the Brussels Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries, the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States and the Almaty Programme of Action for the Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries;

HAVE AGREED to the following:

To initiate and hold mutual consultations aimed at identifying the specific needs of the least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing states that require collaboration between the UN-OHRLLS and the OIC; 

To undertake regular exchange of information and documentation related to the least developed, landlocked developing countries and small island developing states, and on implementation of the Brussels Programme of Action, the Barbados Programme of Action and the Almaty Programme of Action;

To explore the possibilities of organizing meetings, workshops and seminars with the view of promoting technical cooperation between the least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing states and of facilitating exchanges of information on best practices in the implementation of the Programmes for Action at national, regional and inter-regional levels;

To extend invitations to each other in their respective meetings and conferences, wherever their participation is considered relevant and useful.

The modalities and implementation of this memorandum of understanding shall be subject to periodical joint review by the two parties;

This Memorandum of Understanding is concluded in a spirit of friendly cooperation and shall enter into force on the date of its signing.

In faith whereof the parties have signed this memorandum on 22 day of September (month) 2005 at New York in duplicate in English.

For the OIC





For the UN-OHRLLS

Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu



Anwarul K. Chowdhury

Secretary General




Under-Secretary General








And High Representative.

Report of the Secretary General

on the 
OIC Affiliation Request Received from the 

General Council of Islamic Banks and Financial Institutions
1.
The Ninth Conference of Foreign Ministers held in Dakar, Republic of Senegal, from 24 to 28 April, 1978, expressed, under its resolution No 9/11-EC, its satisfaction with the establishment of the International Federation of Islamic Banks, with its headquarters in Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt.

2.
Under its Resolution No 6/18-AF, the Eighteenth Islamic Conference of     Foreign Ministers which was held in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, from 13 to 16 March 1989, considered that the International Federation of Islamic Banks as an OIC affiliated institution. 

3.
The founding banks of the International Federation of Islamic Banks proceeded to its liquidation and  to the establishment, in cooperation with the Islamic Development Bank, of the General Council Of Islamic Banks and  Financial Institutions with its headquarters in Bahrain.

4.
The President of the Islamic Development Bank sent his Note Verbale No- 10-59-1006 dated 25th March 2006, confirming the request by the General Council of Islamic Banks and Financial Institutions to substitute the International Federation of Islamic Banks as an OIC affiliated institution.

5.
The Secretary General submits the present report to the Thirty Third session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministerial for appropriate decision. 

------------

Report of the Secretary General

On the OIC Affiliation Request

Submitted by
The Islamic States Contractors Federation

1.
The Islamic States Contractors Federation, headquartered in Casablanca, Kingdom of Morocco, was established in 1989, with the support of Islamic Development Bank.

2.
The Federation aims to provide assistance in the enhancement of contractors    activity in the Islamic States, raise the level of this industry in all fields , consolidate relations between those active in it, promote intra-Islamic outreach, and provide data and information for the benefit of members on anticipated projects in the Islamic States.

3.
The Federation renewed its request for affiliation to the OIC by virtue of a letter addressed to the Secretary General on 13/3/2006.

4.
he Secretary General submits the present report to the 33rd Session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers for appropriate decision.

Report of the Secretary General on

the Federation of Consultants from  Islamic Countries (FCIC)
1. Established in1986 at Istanbul under the auspices of the Islamic Development Bank. Its quest for securing affiliation to the OIC was backed up by the IDB with which it entertains cooperation under A Memorandum of Understanding signed in 1997. 
2. The Federation which brings together over 150 Consultancy Firms from 27 Islamic States, seeks to extend technical assistance and to uplift the profession of consultancy in the Islamic States through the provision of a data base and a code of conduct for the industry, in addition to organizing workshops and training sessions that address problems relating to the common interests of the Islamic States.

   From this perspective, The Federation’s activities may be considered as a cornerstone for a sound and sustained development, particularly in the developing States.

3. On 28/5/2002, the Federation submitted a letter to the Foreign Minister of Malaysia regarding affiliation to the Organization. It later renewed its request on 29/8/2002, and then again on 6/4/2005.

4. The Secretary General submits hereby the present report to the 33rd
           session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers for appropriate

          decision.

-------------
33ICFM-ORG-REPS

POL DEPT-06

P

( In the course of discussions, two trends emerged concerning the expression in parenthesis in Chapter III Article 6 of the Draft Rules of Observer Status. The first trend supports the removal of the expression to avoid contradiction with Article 5 of the draft. The second trend, supported by the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, believes it should be kept in support of the spirit of Islamic solidarity. The meeting decided to refer the expression to the senior officials meeting preparatory to the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers to adopt a harmonised format.
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