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Introduction:

This report on information affairs being presented to the thirty-third Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (ICFM) seeks to provide an overview of measures and steps taken to implement the resolutions adopted by the thirty-second ICFM since it was convened at Sana’a in June 2005 to the present.
I.
The Role of Information and Communication in Promoting the Just Causes and Image of Islam in the International Media through modernization of the mechanisms of the OIC Member States’ Information Strategy and the Islamic Information plan: 
Within the scope of this item and pursuant to resolution 1/32-INF adopted by the 32nd ICFM in this regard, the General Secretariat embarked on some information activities in order to tackle anti-Islam and anti-Muslim campaigns and propaganda in various Western media. The presence of the OIC General Secretariat at all regional and international conferences had an impact in explaining and highlighting the important role and noble objectives for which the Organization was established, underscoring the spread of the language of dialogue, peace and tolerance among all.
The impact was also manifested in the role of the General Secretariat, especially during the Secretary General’s participation in some external activities such as symposia or conferences and during his visits to some countries and major international bodies within and outside the Islamic world, particularly in the West. The Secretary General seized those opportunities to highlight the deep concern felt by Member States over the hostile campaigns, to correct the misconceptions by the Western media, and to call for rational dialogue. One of the most important activities was the Secretary General’s visit to Strasbourg where he delivered an address on 4 October 2005 before the Bureau of Ministers’ Deputies and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. There, he explained the vision of the Organization of the Islamic Conference on global challenges such as terrorism, Islamophobia, human rights and democracy.
In the statement, the Secretary General stressed that “Islam and the West can, and should coexist in peace and harmony because their commonalities are greater than their differences.”
In another statement he delivered in Vienna on 15 November 2005 before the Permanent Council of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the Secretary General focused on the concerns and challenges facing Muslims in the European countries. He also underscored strongly the need to take common measures against the scourge of terrorism, extremism and Islamophobia.
Equally during his visits to Brussels, New York and Paris, the Secretary had other engagements with the aim of creating an enabling environment for true dialogue among civilisations and cultures.

On 28 December 2005 in the presence of many intellectuals and politicians, the Secretary General was a guest of honour at the Egyptian Opera House where he stimulated a symposium on dialogue between Islam and the West.
The Secretary-General has also given numerous press and TV interviews with a number of local and international satellite channels including, but not limited to, Al-Jazeera, Saudi TV 1, Al-Arabiya, Al-Turkiya, Al-Iraniya, and newspapers, such as the L’intelligent, from the John Afric Group, the Saudi newspapers Okaz, Saudi Gazette, “Al-Hayat”, “Al Sharq Al Awsat”, “Arab News”, “Al Madina”, “Al Watan”, “Al-Ahram”,  “Akhbar Al Yawm” the Egyptian “Al Jumhuriyyah”  the Qatari, “Al-Raya”, the Iranian  “Iran Daily” and “Keyhan International”, and the Pakistan: “Daily Times,” etc.

The Department of Information has continued its activities in recent times, in line with the directives of the Secretary General and his suggestions that new dynamism should be infused to stimulate the information sector. In consequence of the facilities provided, the Department of Information has continued to embark on the following activities:

· Follow-up and monitoring of, as well as commenting on, events related to the Muslim world, presenting the Islamic viewpoint on them through daily press releases which are transmitted to various media outlets, both local and foreign. Those releases also deal with news about the Organization and its various subsidiary organs.

· Giving greater attention to, and more information about, the activities of the OIC within the framework of the Joint Islamic Action, using the General Secretariat’s website.

· Strengthening cooperation with regional and international news agencies such as Reuters, AFP, and AP, as well as developing information relations with key satellite stations such as the BBC, Al Jazeerah, Al Arabiyah, etc, to cover news and activities of the OIC.
In terms of funds allocation for projects as a form of support and contribution by Member States and Islamic institutions to the Islamic Programme for the Development of Information and Communication (PIDIC), which is aimed at modernising the mass media of States in need to enable them promote the just causes of the Islamic Ummah, the two projects proposed by the Republic of Sierra Leone and the Republic of Mali are still awaiting necessary support from the Islamic Solidarity Fund, pending improvement in the ISF’s financial situation, when possible assistance will be announced, in accordance with the decision of the 50th Session of the ISF’s Permanent Council. 
There have been no developments concerning the implementation of the resolutions of the 32nd Session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (ICFM), particularly the renewed call on the Member States to support the Information Plan and announce their financial contributions to implement some of its provisions, individually or collectively. This is particularly so because of the financial difficulties arising from a drop in the rate of collected contributions as well an absence of voluntary contributions, which have rendered the General Secretariat unable to implement the plan within the allotted time frame of five years, at a cost of five million dollars, or one million dollars per year. Half of this amount is expected to be paid from the budget of the General Secretariat with the remaining half coming from voluntary donations. However, at its own level and within the limits of available resources, the General Secretariat is doing all it can to implement the Information Plan in accordance with the resolutions of the 6th Session of the Islamic Conference of Information Ministers (ICIM). The Session had endorsed a priorities work programme derived from the information plan. It also called on the Member States to implement the priorities work program either as part of their national programmes or through bilateral cooperation.

The General Secretariat continues its contact with the Member States and to urge them to fund the programmes of the Information Plan and to call on them, at the same time, to seek inspiration from the Information Strategy of the OIC Member States and its implementation mechanisms in developing and implementing their national and collective information plans.

II.
Supporting the Activities of Specialized Information Institutions (the International Islamic News Agency (IINA) and the International Islamic Broadcasting Organization (ISBO)):
 
The International Islamic News Agency (IINA) and the International Islamic Broadcasting Organization (ISBO) are specialized organizations in the field of information. They continue to make efforts towards developing their programs and implementing their plans despite many financial difficulties they face arising mostly from failure of Member States to meet the obligations to pay their mandatory contributions to the budgets of the two organizations. This situation has posed a big obstacle inhibiting the optimal fulfilment of their responsibilities.


However, the support these two organizations receive from some Member States, particularly, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA)—the OIC host state—has been the major support for both IINA and ISBO to embark on some limited activities. Without this material, moral and humanitarian support, the two organizations would have ceased to exist.

This is why the 32nd Session of the ICFM renewed the appeal to the Member States to pay their contributions and arrears to the budgets of IINA and ISBO so as to enable them perform their responsibilities, particularly in implementing the action programme set out for them in the resolutions of the 6th Session of the Islamic Conference of Information Ministers (ICIM).


IINA's Director-General and ISBO's Secretary-General will be submitting detailed reports on their organizations’ activities and progress in implementing the relevant resolutions of the 32nd Session of the ICFM.

III.
Effective Contribution to Promoting the Information Society and Participation in the World Summit on the Information Society—Tunisia 2005:

The second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) was held in Tunisia from 16-18 November 2005 and attended by many presidents, Governments of Member States, the Secretary General of the United Nations, representatives of governmental organizations and international bodies and thousands of representatives of the civil society, the private sector and the media. 

The OIC General Secretariat participated with a delegation made up of the Director General of the OIC Office in Geneva as chairman and the Director of the Department of Informatics as member. His Excellency the Secretary General made an important statement to the Summit which was widely circulated among participants and journalists and posted on the Summit’s website.

Before the second phase of the Summit took off, the two preparatory committees, one on the supervision of the internet, chaired by Pakistan, and the other, chaired by South Africa, on financial mechanism and implementation, were able to prepare the final documents which were ratified by the Summit. The documents are:
“Tunis commitment”: This expresses the renewed international political will to take concrete action to remove all impediments, to narrow the digital gap, and to launch a digital solidarity alliance based on open, non-coercive, equitable and multilateral rules through appropriate international mechanisms, in an atmosphere of international cooperation and partnership.
“Tunis Agenda”: This spells out the executive measures for accelerating everybody’s adoption of new information and communication technologies which, between now and 2015, will pass through different stages that will characterise the process of achieving the basic objectives set out by the Summit.

The participation of Member States of the Organization of the Islamic Conference contributed to the success of the second phase of the Summit, in line with the resolutions of the 6th Islamic Conference of Information Ministers, the 32nd Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers and the 10th Islamic Summit Conference.
The Secretary-General is submitting this report to the 33rd Session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (ICFM) for consideration and appropriate decision thereon.
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